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about this necessary reform should of course be pure themselves.
It is the verdict of law that "those who wish to seek justice must
purify themselves and then enter the temple of justice." Experience
fully supports this rule.

To HIM WHO Is GOOD, THE WORLD Is GOOD

When I felt sad on hearing people being found fault with,
a friend startled me by repeating the following1. As I liked the
verses immensely, I share them with the reader in order to make
him a partner in my enjoyment:

When we knew not our own state

We kept looking at others' failings,

But when we saw our own defects

There was none bad in our eyes.

Says Zafar that he is no man who

However brilliant and self-controlled

Does not remember God in his hour of happiness

But forgets Him in his anger.

I hope that "poets" will not rain poems on me because I
have made bold to quote this verse. I know that we cannot bring
about inner purity by means of beautiful poetry; hence poems
rarely find a place in Navajivan. But th,ere is a story behind the
use of the above poem and hence it has been presented to the
reader in the hope that at any rate after having seen their own
failings, people will stop finding fault with others.

[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 15-7-1928

73.   QUESTIONS OF A GRADUATE
"SILK AND TIGER-SKIN"
A graduate of the Vidyapith writes to say:2
I have no doubt that from the point of view of ahimsa silk
and tiger-skin should be given up. Similarly, things like pearls
too should also be given up. It seems that people in the age in
which the custom of wearing silk and tiger-skin was prevalent,
did believe in the dharma of ahimsa, but still continued to use
1 Urdu verses
2 The letter is not translated here.   The correspondent  wondered  how
silk and tiger-skin could be considered sacred by people who professed non-
violence.